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8 Sept 2009
Dear Delegate
 

On behalf of NIRSA and the James 1:27 Trust it is my pleasure to extend an invitation to you to participate in  a 2-day “National Consultation of Churches and Christian Organisations in response to the Plight of Orphans and Vulnerable Children” at the Innovation Hub, Pretoria, on 5 and 6 November 2009.  
 

The Consultation comes at a time when South Africa is preparing for next years’ Global Day of prayer (May), FIFA World Cup (June/July) and Lausanne III, a World Conference on Evangelism (October).  The hosting of these events offers the South African Church and Christian Community a significant opportunity to influence world events.  How we as a Nation, as a Church and as the body of Christ, deal with challenges such as the HIV and Aids pandemic and the proliferation of Orphans and Vulnerable Children, is of global significance.  

In 1979, the First South African Christian Leadership Assembly (SACLA) met to mobilize a united response against Apartheid.  In July 2003, SACLA met for the Second time, the most significant outcome of which was to identify the giants facing the nation and to begin an important process in building a national front in combating their cause and effect.  The giants were identified as: HIV and Aids; Violence; Racism; Poverty and Unemployment; Sexism and Family in Crisis.
In April 2008, the National Initiative for the Reformation of South Africa (NIRSA) was launched, the purpose of which was to chart a map for the reformation agenda for the country and to consolidate the battle facing the giants as identified at SACLA II.  
The NIRSA declaration marks a historic document setting out the battle plan for the body of Christ in bringing a “rebirth of hope, faith, confidence and renewed vision of what our nation can be under God”.

In particular, the NIRSA declaration in response to the orphans and vulnerable children crisis states: “We resolve to explore how the church, along with the government and appropriate NGO’s can embrace in a new way the huge challenges before our nation of dealing with the poor, marginalised and destitute, most especially orphans, widows and refugees.  One logical extension of this concern is for Christian couples to be open in new ways to adopting orphans”.

In order to give practical expression to the above mandate, NIRSA in collaboration with the James 1:27 Trust has taken up the challenge of arranging a National Consultation. The Consultation has been constructed around 4-key sessions, each having subject matter experts working within a team to prepare a draft document which will be circulated to all delegates before the event.  Delegates will be able to make an input and an edited draft will be tabled for further consultation.  The intention is to use the actual 2-day event to focus on some of the more difficult and challenging issues.  The hope is that by October much of the substance will already have been covered by the delegates and that the actual consultation will result in a final document which will enjoy broad consensus.

The final document is to be endorsed by NIRSA and introduced to other national networks for further discussion. It is hoped that some monitoring and evaluation will also be implemented.  The goal is to develop a form of measurement that will be able to track the progress and implementation of some of the recommended outcomes.

Please find attached a copy of the draft outline of the programme, some background documentation and the NIRSA Declaration, for your information. 
If you are interested in participating in this consultation but need more information please do not hesitate to contact Robert Botha directly. To register please complete the attached registration form and return to:

Adriaan Woudstra at Email address: adriaan@amaconference.co.za or fax 086 513 1103.  

 

We look forward to confirmation of your attendance.   

In His Service
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Michael Cassidy

RSVP or for more information contact::  

Naomi Boshoff


NIRSA


Schindler Building


Sunnyside, Pretoria 


Tel: +27 12 343 9488/9


Tel: +27 12 343 5280


Cell: + 27 83 675 1001


Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:communications@nirsa.co.za"�communications@nirsa.co.za�














Robert Botha


James 1:27 Trust


The Innovation Hub 


Pretoria


Cell: + 27 84 565 4446


Tel: + 27 12 844 0489


Fax: + 27 12 844 0480


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:robert@james127trust.org" �robert@james127trust.org�


Website: �HYPERLINK "http://www.james127trust.org"�www.james127trust.org�
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