Declaration
 
Consultation on the State of Ministry to Children in South Africa
 
6 & 7 May 2009 Johannesburg
 As participants in the Consultation on the State of Ministry to Children in South Africa, hosted by TEASA, SACC and Compassion International, that met in Johannesburg on 6 & 7 May 2009, we make the following declaration:
 We had the opportunity to listen to various models of ministry to children and acknowledge and greatly appreciate the good work done by individuals, churches, organisations, institutions and organs of state on behalf of children in our nation.
 At the same time we note with concern that, for a variety of reasons, a large proportion of the children in our nation are neglected, abused, hungry, homeless, sick, missing out on good education and other opportunities, caught up in immoral activities, ignorant of the Word of God and of the fullness of life offered through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
 We listened to the Word of God and were reminded to welcome children in our midst, to change and learn from them.  We were touched by God’s heart for lost and broken children in our society, especially those outside the church.  The needs of millions of children among us are an indictment against, and a challenge for us as Christians, as churches and as a nation.  We believe that every child is created in the image of God and belongs to Him.  He entrusts children to the care of families, churches and communities, whom He made responsible for esteeming, nourishing, protecting children and helping them realise their full potential.
 We commit ourselves to increase our individual and collective efforts to ensure that families, churches and communities fully submit to God’s design for children and do whatever is in their capacity to make this a reality.  We want our churches to be places where children are at home and prepared for the challenges of life.  We also want churches to lead in reaching out to children outside the church.
 We therefore commit ourselves to the following:
 1.      Raising the level of awareness, commitment and involvement with children in the churches, organisations and networks of our nation. 
2.      Increasing our efforts to survey the state of children’s ministry in our nation with the purpose of highlighting areas of special need, best practices as well as available resources.
3.      Coordinating and enhancing efforts to train leaders in various forms of children’s ministry.
4.      Initiating follow-up consultations on local, regional and national levels to ensure a deeper involvement in children ministry by Christians individually, as churches, as Christian organisations and as members of society.
5.      Serving as advocates who can professionally promote the interests of children on all levels of society and engage government and leaders of society on their behalf.
6.      Appointing and supporting a steering committee that will inform, encourage and guide us in this process and help stimulate a general movement towards a child friendly and children focused society.
 
